Next, there is the period of preparation for independence. Africans are slowly but increasingly trained to join the capitalist sector, and to identify with a philosophy of a property-owning democracy, into which Africans would be increasingly drawn, by the classical process of division of labour, into commercialized farming, trade, services and industrial employment. Leading Africans joined the ruling group in the civil service or parastatal 'monopoly' organizations, and, a little later, grasped the opportunity to become large 'capitalist' farmers. The stage was set for formal withdrawal of the colonial power, since its commercial agents could work in harmony with the new African ruling group, and foreign capital could continue to enter and operate profitably in Kenya. For the African successors, in the words of the ILO Mission, "the immediate problem appeared to be to take over the economy, not to change it." In the early days of independence, the Kikuyu leadership managed to outmanoeuvre KADU, the rival alliance, capturing the Kalenjin peoples as an ally, the Coast peoples, and (less decisively) the Kamba, and gradually isolating the Luo, despite the fact that the Luo were original KANU supporters.
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There were, however, discontented groups to be appeasedthe 'forest fighters' squatters and landless, some of the growing petty bourgeosie.
Kenyatta had two aces in his handEuropean land to allocate to the 'peasant' groups, Asian business to whittle away in favour of the petty bourgeois group. A thirdjobs in governmentalso became increasingly useful. As part of the transfer of power, Kenya had been endowed with a panoply of Western democratic institutions, chief of which was Parliament.
The leadership alliance managed to use this in subtle ways as a safety-valve for the expression of dissatisfaction, while at the same time easily outmanoeuvring opposition at election times; for the opposition fell into the trap of using parliamentary methods, and were defeated by last minute alterations of the rules, by which their candidates were hampered or disqualified, or occasionlly imprisoned. increasingly, the real power became concentrated in 'Kenyatta's Court' (at Gatundu, the Coast, Nakuru, etc.) where the leader, with a small inner circle (Koinange, Njonjo, Mungai) and a rather larger outer circle of ministers, received deputations (bearing gifts and petitions), harangued them on loyalty, and made the necessary concessions of patronage. Parliament remained, and occasionally protested; but the Cabinet as such met increasingly rarely. The civil service was bound to the leadership by jobs and the right to own land and businesses; the army, after a shaky moment in 1970-71 when the C-in-C was on the point of backing the opposition, was equally loyal, and was supplemented by a Kikuyu-led General Service Unit for special security.
At this point the story ends, at the present day, with a huge question mark about the succession problem ("to which any 'bonapartist' government is necessarily prone'S) and about the possibility of retaining the stability of a very unequal society still faced by problems of employment and of poverty.
Colin Leys has supported this story with his usual industry, factual material and references, and, in such bare outline, few people would quarrel with it, although no doubt there will be challenges on some details (e.g. the extent of cash wage employment on small-holdings) from critics who are more expert than I. The bare outline above, designed only to give the main sequence and thrust of the book, does no justice to the social analysis which the author has devoted to the labour situation, to the peasant economy, to the growth of a petty bourgeois class, to political events (particularly the KPU and the Mutiso plot) and to the balance between European, Asian and African ownership and use of capital. The concluding chapter gives an excellent overview of the story as he has told it, giving added coherence and clarity. We should expect nothing less from this author; but fulfilled expectations demand a fresh tribute. But the story is not told in the language I have used: it is told in the full-blown phraseology of Marxism: and at the centre of that is the word exploitation' which is invariably used of the whole wage labour system. There are semantic points here, which might be noticed in passing. On one side, there is the French mettre en valeur, in the sense of the transformation of potential (minerals 4,000 ft. underground: fertility in the soil) into valuable assets. And there is the moral, pejorative sense'exploiting' labour as a form of robbery--which permeates both Marx and this book. Presumably 'development' must include ,nise en valeur, or both minerals and musclepower will remain valueless. 'Underdevelopment' then, refers to the political/economic power structure (capitalism) through which the mise en valeur takes placethe way in which capital (another semantic problem) is used, since capital, as savings from consumption, is as necessary to Chairman Mao as it is to President Ford. It would be helpful, for many reasons, if the morals and the economics were distinguished by separate words.
Apart from 'exploitation' we have the usual range of terminologyclass struggles, proletariats, cornpradors, neo-colonialism, apart from the new and rather tiresome 'underdeveloprnent' which appears to mean a mixture of unjust development, development for some people at the expense of others, and creation of a dual economy. The last is the more usual phrase, and as such it has been extensively studied and commented upon before now; the author dislikes the dual concept, since 'underdevelopment' implies, not two sectors, but one economy in which the rich exploit and depend upon the poor. This is also a semantic pointthe facts are the same.
Here it might be useful to quote some sentences about the 'underdevelopment' of the Kikuyu, which, nevertheless, brought them to dominate Kenya: "The Kikuyu ... were undergoing a profound social transformation from the earliest years of colonial rule, based on an abrupt divorce from their established mode of production and 
